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Make people’s lives better

Do something meaningful

Work with innovative technology









If there are users, there is a user experience.



The best decisions are based on data.



Display information to the users in a clear, 
understandable, and actionable way



The most important thing to learn in 
college is how to learn.



• how to be flexible
• how to learn new topics quickly
• how & when to ask for help
• how to find resources
• how to learn from a variety of styles
• how you work most efficiently
• time management
• teamwork & collaboration

Learn:



What is a mainframe job?
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Navigating to Education Roadmaps

12



Education Roadmaps

13

1. Basic z/VM Knowledge Roadmap

• This track assumes you have little or no experience with the IBM mainframe, and your role will only require a 
basic knowledge of the product. The courses in this roadmap will touch on the basics, but will not include 
some of the advanced courses intended for z/VM System Programmers.

2. New z/VM System Programmer Roadmap

• This roadmap is intended to be followed by someone new to the IBM mainframe that needs to have a 
comprehensive knowledge of z/VM for their job. This education will start at fundamentals of z/VM and 
progress through the advanced topics. This is the longest roadmap and contains all education modules.

3. Experienced z/VM System Programmer Roadmap

• The advanced roadmap assumes you have previous IBM mainframe experience. Perhaps you have a 
background in z/OS and would like to learn more about z/VM. The education in this track skips some of the 
basic education found in the other roles.

https://www.vm.ibm.com/education/roadmaps/basic.html
https://www.vm.ibm.com/education/roadmaps/basic.html
https://www.vm.ibm.com/education/roadmaps/all.html
https://www.vm.ibm.com/education/roadmaps/all.html
https://www.vm.ibm.com/education/roadmaps/advanced.html


https://www.ibm.com/products/z/resources/zxplore 

https://www.ibm.com/products/z/resources/zxplore


Attending Conferences

GS UK WAVEZ
Connecting and empowering the next 
wave of aspiring mainframers

VM Workshop

https://www.ibm.com/support/pages/zvm/events/ 

https://www.ibm.com/support/pages/zvm/events/




Get involved!



Leadership Development Programs



Follow your passions!



Participate in hackathons & challenges



Get involved in open source communities



Find a mentor (or 2…or more!)



Build your virtual network

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ariellemgoldberg 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ariellemgoldberg


Explore career flexibility, and be willing 
to take opportunities and try new things



Define what success looks like for you



Questions?

Comments? 

Other advice to share?

Arielle Goldberg
IBM Software Developer
arielle.goldberg1@ibm.com 
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What is the best piece of advice you received?

What do you wish you knew when you were starting 
your career?

What is some advice you have for specifically early-
tenure mainframers? 



Bonus Conversation Questions 



Bonus Conversation Questions 



Bonus Conversation Questions 



Thank you
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